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TO THE 
Right: Reverend 
Father in GOD, 
Z AMES 


Lord Bishop of Lincoln, 


_ My Lord; 
E” moſt humbly offer this 
e Manual to Your Lord- 
A ſhips Patronave, be o_ 
I defron it principally for th: 
aefit o f the Youth, of Y our Lond 
ſhips Dicceſs, aid particular lr, 
that they may be well prepar d t9 
receive the Divine Bleſ/mg, at 
th; laying ou of Tour L ordfbips 
A A Hind, 


__ A Dedication, _. 
Hand, eAnd T1 know that 
Your Lordſhip ts ready to encou- 
rage any belp to Goodneſs; and 
that Y ou will not diſapprove of a 
Well=meant, tho imperfect Ate 


tempt, 10 promote that Duty of 


Parents, which 1s miſerably 


negleted by many; and; of 


which, in the Religious Obſer= 
vance of it, You, your ſelf, are 
aGreat Pattern. You have di- 


vers hopeful Children, (in the 


Phraſe and Senſe of the Pats 
miſt,) like Oltive=Plants 
round abour Your Ta- 


ble. ef nd thu isin 4 particu 


lat manner, owing to Your T en- 


der, Prudent, and Vigilant 


{are | 
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A Dedication. 

(are of their Education. Y oy 
have Ruled your Own Houſe ſo 
well, that the eAl-wiſe God 
hath thought You jit to be a 
Ruker in ds. eAnd if all 
your Spiritual Children there, be 
not ſo flappy under your Go= 
vernment, as your Natural are, 
it their own Fault, not for 
want of your Holy Precepts and 
Example. Your Lordſhip 1s 
eminently Inſtruive to us in 
both: MAndthe Teachable part 
of your Dioceſs thank God for 
it > while with Foy and WW on- 
der, they hear from Y our Lord* 
thip's Lips, all the Powers of 
Sacred Eloquence, and view in 


A 3 Your 


A Dedication: 
Your Lordſhip's Life, all the 
Pertues which the eApoſile re- 
quires, and the Church of 
Chriſt, ever reyer din 4 Biſhop. 
eAnd that they may long enjoy 
the Bleſſmp, i their (, oncurrent | 
Wiſh, and more eſpecially, the | 
earneſt Prayer of, 
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My Lord, 
_ Your Lordſhip's 
Moſt Dutiful Sort 


and moſt Humble'Servansx, 


Fohn Curtors. | 
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ESSAY 


To perſwade Chriſtian Parents 
to educate their Children in 
Vertue and Piety. 


T is matter of too cofn- 
mon Obſervation, that nia- 
ny Chriſtian Parents are 


very negligent to train up their 


Children in the ways of Ver- 
tue and Religion. Wherefore 
to perſwade ſuch to the care- 
fal performance of this Duty, 
B I de- 


t 
? 


FE 
1 deſire them to conſider , 

Firſt, how 1n all the poſitive 
Revelations which God hath 
been pleas'd to make of his Will 
to Mankind, he has made this 
the Parents Duty. 

He hath done it both un- 
der the Judaical and the Chri- 
ſtian Diſpenſation : 

Under the Zudaical, Deut. 6.6, 
7. The Words that I command thee, 
thou ſhalt teach diligently unto thy 
Children. And chap. 11. v. 19. 
Te jhatl teach them your Children. 
And chap. 32. 46. Te ſhall com- 
mand your Children to obſerve to 
do all the Words of the Law. Prov. 
22. 6. Tram up a Child m the 
way he ſhould go ; and when he 
7s old he will not depart from it. 


Linder the C /r:ftran, in Ephel. 
6. 4. 


Fa} 
6. 4. Te Fathers bring up your Chil- 
aren in the Nurtnre and ACER 
of the Lord. 

Now, ſeeing God hath giyen 
ſuch expreſs, and ſuch yariety 
of Commands for this Duty, 
you are to look upon it as his 
great Concern that it ſhould be 
perform'd ; . and ſhould be as 
much concern'd to practiſe, as 
he has been to eryorn it. Con- 
{der 
Secondly, how the Belt arid 
Wiſeſt Men of the former Ages 
of the World, and the difte- 
rent Religions of it, do like- 
wiſe, by their Example, call up- 
on you for the performance of 
it. And, 

i; If we look as far back 
as the beginning of the World, 
& we ſhall find that the. good 
= Pa 


bo 


[ 4 ] 
Patriarchs were very careful to 
inſtruct their Children in Rel:- 
gious Exerciſes. 

Adam by Example, or Pre- 
cept, or both, taught Cain and 
Abel to Worſhip God by Sa- 
crifices. Thence ut .was, that 


| Cam as a Tilker of the ground 


brought of the fruit of the ground 
an Offermg- unto the Lord : And 
Abel, as a Keeper of Sheep brought 
of hs Firſtlings of his Flock, and 
the fat thereof. And probabl y 
the Reaſon why Abel and his 
Offering was accepted of God, 
and Cam and his was not ac- 
cepted, was, not becauſe they 
had not been both alike inſtru- 
cted by their Father, but be- 
cauſe Cain through the ſugge- 
ſtions of Satan , ? eicher offered 
not fo much of his Fruit as 


God 
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EF 
God required, or not his Heart 
a Sacrifice together with them. 
Through whoſe malicious in- 
citements it likewife was, that 
he afterwards flew his Brother, 
and was therefore excommuni- 


cated from the Church of God. 


And then it was not likely, that 
he, who was made a Vagabond 
and a Wanderer from "God , 


ſhould teach his Children ſhe 


Serve and Worſhip him ; bur 


for want of it, they livd like 


himſelf, without God in the World, 
and fo much polluted it by cheir 
Wickedneſs, that nothing tets 
could cleanſe it than a total Tn- 
undation. 

But in the mean time Adam 
was happier in. his next born 
Son, who was given to him mm 
the ſtead of Abel, and by his holy 
B 3 Ru- 


[6 } 
Rudiments ſucceeded to all his 
Piety, and derived it to his Po- 
{terity. 

Of whom we have this Tra- 
| "FU » ditional Account, © That when 
| Apo. : « he came to lie upon his Death- 
the Lives of © bed , he ſummoned his Chil- 
br we Edren, their Wives and Fami- 
i [ < lies together, Bleſſed them, and 
L « 215 his laſt Will, commanded 
cc them to Worſhip God ; ad- 
< juring them by the Blood of 
« bel (their uſual and folemn 
«© Oath) that they ſhould nor 
« deſcend from he” holy Mount 
«<ro hold any Carreſpondence 
« or Commerce with ( azz or his 
« wicked Faction ; and then 
<«< breath'd Ins lait. 

«© And Enzhcs, the Son of Seth 
" _ eave the ſame com- 
CC + mancdls_ to his Children, thar 


they 
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< they ſhould make Religion 
&© their great Care and Buſineſs, 
* and keep themſelves pure from 
& fociety and converſe with the 
« Line of Car. Kenan, Maha- 
© leel and fared did the ſame. 
And indeed what can be ſup-*®: 
poſed lefs to be the practice of 
choſe Holv Patriarchs , than 
what this doubtful Tradition 
doth relate ; when there was a 
Lime of Prophets, upon whoſe 
Teaching and caretul Inftru- 
&tion the preſervation of Relt- 
gt0N 1N 2 conſtant ſucceſlion did 
depend ? : 
And had the Defcendents of 
theſe Patriarchs been as careful 
to follow, as They were to grve 
theſe good Inſtructions, they 
mighr have prevented the De- 
lug: ; bur, upon their profane 
B 4 Mixcures 
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2pd his Family , 


[8] 
mixtures with the Ott-ſpring of 
Cain, the Flood came and de- 
itroyed them all; except Noah 
whom God 
leasd, for his exemplary 
R inlinal. ro ſingle our, to 
repeople the World, and pre- 
ſerve a Church upon Earth. 
And yet'in a little time the 
oreare{t part of his Deſcendents 
00 degenerated ; for the Chil- 
Gren of Ham and Zaphet, not 
regarding the Religion of their 
Farhers, made to yp pes Gods, 
ama fell a PRO''s before them. But 
oa dwelt ia the Tents of Shem 3 
and Shem was diligent and in- 


| (}nftrions to tranſmir his Wor- 


/ thip "ure; and uncorrupted to 


# 


is Progeny. And therefore in 
i hat particula r Stack did God 
;riolve to produce the Univer- 


[9] 
| | fo Bleſſmg ; gave the Promiſe 
' and fixd the Deſcent of our Sa- 
' yiour; faying to Abraham, im thy 
| Seed ſhall all the Natuons of the Bath 
be bleſſed. 

And no ſooner had God cho- 
ſen Abraham to be the Father 
of the Faithful, but he laid che 
Foundation of his Faith in his 
own Family. 

«Fe had a numerous Family , 
« and yaſt Retinue, yet he was. 
« careful to inform them all in 
«the knowledge of the true 
« God, and to inſtruct them 
« jn all the Duties of Rehg1ion. 
« *Tis the Character which God 
< himſelf gave of him. I kww 
« Abraham' that he will command 
« bis Children and his Houfhold 
cc after him, and they ſhall keep 
<c the way of 1 the Lord fo ao bY 
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T.lIc. 2. 42, 
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© tice and Fudgmento And fo 
«© he did, his Houſe being a 
« School 'of Piety, wherein Re- 
© ligion was both taught and 

© practiſed, many reclauned 
& from the Errors of the Idola- 
« try of the Times, and all his 
« Domeſticks and Dependents 
< ſolemnly dedicated to God by 
&« Circumcition. = 

2, Aﬀer this the Jews, as 
ſoon as God had ſetled their 
Polity, were mindful of the Ob- 
ſeryance of his Commands, to 
teach ther Children his Statutes. 
They generally infirufted their 
Sons from their Childhood in 
the ſeveral Ordinances of their 
Religion ; and took rhem along 
with them to their folemn 
Feaſts; and made them parta- 
| kers of cheir dSacrifices, as foon 
as 


CE on | 
as by Age and Underſtanding 
they were fit for it. 

And in particular , how did 


the devour Hamah by 4 ſolemn 1 Samc. 7, 


Dedication give up her Samuel to 
the Service of the Lord ; who 
thereby became the great Pro- 
phet — Juage of Iſrael x 2 

How {trictly did King Daved : Chron. 
charge Solomon, 1n a great Af” 
ſembly of his Princes and Peo- 


ple, LO know the God of his Fa- LA 


ther, and ſerve him with a per- 

ett heart and willing mind 2 What 
excellent Inſtructions did Tobzt Tob. 4. 
give to Toh:as for the performance 

of Moral Duties ? 

| And do ye not owe thoſe 
bright Examples of ſuffering un- 
dauntedly for the Truth in the 
ſeven Maccahees to the holy Ad- "IE 


mMonitions of their Mother : ; She. V 
had 


. 
Sb 
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[12 ] 
had taken great pains to inform 
them in the Law, and no Tor- 
ments the Tyrant could inflict 
upon . them could make them 
recede from it. It was one Ar- 
gument She usd to incite them 


| fo their Fortitude, that She had 


undergone ſuch mighty trouble 
therr Education. 

And that Trmethy from a Child 
knew the Holy Scriptures, 1s 1t not 
to be aſcribd to the care and 
diligence of h% Grandmother 
Los, and his Mother Eunice, 
Whoſe prarſe is in the Goſpel ? 

_ TI may add to this, how agree- 
ably the modern Fews act to 
theſe Precedents , early infſtru- 
Cting their Children to Worſhip 
the God of their Fathers, and 
prepoſſeſſing them with the ſe- 
yeral Rites and Cuſtoms of their 
>. Religion, 


tan] 
| Religion, before they have any 
dealings with the reſt of Man- 


kind. 


Of them that dwell in Bar: vr. aaicn 


bary, we have this Account. 
" That, alloon as their Children 
© are able to pronounce;, at 
« home they teach them: ſuch 
« Sentences of Holy Writ as 
« ſeem to fayour Thews Reli- 

« jon, and to infuſe into them 
« the Seeds of Picty and Ver- 
«rue ; and poſſes them with a 

<« preat Veneration for their Sab- 
© bath, and with a. Reverence 
« for the Name of God, and 
<« a perfect Averſ1on to all other 
© ways of Worſhip. At Five 
© Years old they ſend rhem to 
< School to learn the Pentatcuch, 
« and when they are improv'd 
« in that, to read the Miſchna 
= and 


preſent ſtare, 


[ 14 ] _ 
«© and fome ſelect pieces of the 
« Talmud. At the Age of 
« Thirteen Years ( if they be 
« ſuch good Proficients as to 
« give a tolerable account of 
<« the Law and Decifions of the 
« Miſchna and Talmud, and 
<« can repeat the daily Prayers) 
« they bring them before a Sy- 
«© nagogue of Ten of their Arni- 
&« cients, to evince what care 
<« they have taken to make theni 
« true Sons of the Precept. And 
« then, and not before, they 
« have them adzutted to the 
« Pallover. 

This and ſome other thangs 
to the ſame purpoſe are obſery'd 
in the ſame place ; to ſhew us 
how ſolicitous they are for the 
Inſtitution of their Children ; and 
all to beger in us a pious Emu- 
htion. Ano- 


L iy 7 


Another Traveller ſays of the Deſcript. ef 


Zews in Amſterdam, © that they * 
<« have a large Synagogue, with- 
« in the Court-yard of which 
« they have ſeveral Rooms, 
<« where their Children are taughc 
« Hebrew, and brought up and 
<« inſtructed in their Principles ; 
« and that fo diligently, char 
« (adds he) it is a ſhame to 
« the Chrittians negligence. 
Their Brethren m England 
come not at all behind them, 
but are every way as ſedulous to 
in{ti] the Principles of their Re- 
ligion into their Children, and 
ſettle them firmly in their minds. 
Hence it is that we find 1t fo 
difficult a matter to convert 
them to Chriſtianity, and as 
calie almoſt io remove a Moun- 
rain, as thoſe prejudices, which 


chey 


Holland, A 


[16 ] 
they have ſucked in with their 
Mothers Milk. 

But let the Jew be as {ſtrict 
as he will; I am ſure you thar 
are Chriſtians ought to be as 
{trict; and ſtricter if poſſible, in 
che obſeryation of this Duty , 
becauſe you have clearer, more, 
and better motives to it. | 

3. And for this (as you ſhall 
now ſee) you neither want Pre- 
cept nor Pattern from the Primi- 
ave Profeſſors of the Chriſtian 
Religion. 

In the Epiſtle attribured to 
St. Barnabas , Parents are bid, 
« not to withhold their Hands 
«© from their Sons or their Daugh- 
«© ters; but to teach them the 
« Fear of the Lord from their 
Youth, 


So 


| m7] a 
- "Vo in the © onſtitut108s call'd 
the Apoſtles charge 18 given , 
© to Baptize their Children , 
« and bring them up in the 
« Nurture and Admonition of 
« the Lord, ſeeing he hath ſaid 
&« (uffer little Children to Come, unto 
© me and* forbid them not. 

Fuſtin Martyr would not have =. «4 | 
rhe Toung, the Poor, Or che Sick * ps 
neglected. | | 

« The Council of Gangra ana- car r5.254. 
« thematizes thoſe that under bes 
« 2 pretence of ferving their #177 
<« own Devotion , deſert their 
« Children, and take no care to 
<« feed either their Bodies or their 
<« Souls. =_ 

« The Fourth Councif of & ,,- 
© Arles 1njoind- that both Fa- 
* thers and God-fathers ſhould 
« be very careful to inſtruct 
C « their 


Lib,6.c.1 7 
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[18 ] 
« their Sons ; the former, be- 


< cauſe they begat them, and 


& God had given them to them ; 
< the latter, becauſe they pro- 
« mis d 1t at their Paptifin. 

Conſtantine the firſt Chriſtian 
Emperor was a Noble Prece- 
dent in this matter, equally in- 
duſtrious to adyance Religion in 
his own Family, and in Jus lar- 
ger Dominions. 

Enſebins lays of him, © That, 
« being defirous to give his 
1 hi dren d good Inheritance, 
<« and fuch as might be alucary 
<« for their SONS, he ſcattered 
« the Seeds of Piety in their 


« Minds, partiy &y cultivating 


<« them himſelf with Divine Pre- 
*© cepts, and partly by appoin- 
cc ting them Tutors, who were 


ns « Pericns of Appeord Deety. 


« Again, 


F ig | 


« Apairi, That he incited them #%« 5: 


« when preſent with him by 
cc private inſtructions to an 1mi- 
« tation of hunſelf, and taughe 
« them to become exact Fol- 
<« lowers of his own Piety. At 
cc other times when they were 
« abſent, by his Letters he fug- 
c« ocfted to them imperial Pre- 
<« cepts; the firſt and chiefeſt 
<< whereof was this , that they 
« ſhould value the Knowledge 
« and Worſhip of God, the 
&« Supreme King, above all Ri- 
<« ches whatſoever, and before 
« the Empire it ſeif; and that 
<« they ſhould take a particular 
c« care of Gods Church ; and 
& commanded them openly to 


; < own themlelves ro be Chri- 
Ke {Uans, | 


© 
9. 
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FM As remarkable was the Care 
of Leontdes for his Son "Origen ; 
which the ſame Hiſtonnan ac- 


Ext. Hiſt. quaints us with : He made it 


D1 Pin vol. 


his buſineſs to inſtruct him from 
his Childhood in the Holy 
Scriptures, enjoyning him to learn 
ſomething by heart out of them 
every day, and repeat it to him: 
And the Succeſs did anſwer 
and reward his Pains ; for in a 
little rime, he became fo great 
a Proficient, that +before he 
could Write Man, he had learnt 
irom thoſe Sacred Pages to look 
Death in the Face for his Re- 
ligton, and prompt his Father 
co. thoſe Sufterings for it, which 
himſelf was not thought old e- 
nough. to undergo. : 

It js ſaid of the Mother of 
St. 4hwroſe ; © that ſhe took ſpe- 
« cial 


[ar] | 
© cial Care of the Education * 
&« of her Children;; and that 
& St. Ambroſe particularly. profi- 
« ted very much thereby, © be- 
< ing infpird from his . tender 
« Youth, with' the love of Ver- 
©<tue, and ſecurd from the 
« Cor ruptions of the: Age: | he 
& liv'd 1n, - 

And who, can expreſs. the 
Mighty Pains, which Monicathe 
Mother of St. Auſtune took to 
poſſes - him. with the [Fear ' of 
God, and a due Senſe of Re- 
ligion ; ; from which ſhe would 
not deſiſt,  (notwichRtanding the 
many Heretical. Infations, . w— 
Violent Temptations which he 
met with, had like to have ren- 
der'd them Fruitlefs and, Abor- 
tive) till ſhe had convinc'd. her 
| tf, and the wor of the Truth 
G3 of 


22” | 
of that which her Friefd Ambroſe 
hadtold her upon its viz. That 
«it was impoſſible, char a Son 
<« of fo many Tears ſhould miſ- 
© earry.. 
1wil evnelids theſe Tnitan- 
ces of the Primitive Chriſtians; 
by faying that 'theit Children), 
for the moſt part, mult needs 
be! well taught in the Duties of 
their Religion 4 when- {0 many 
of the Toangs were as forward 
to ſiſſer ' for ' it as" the Feed, 
and alike Ambitious of Mar: 
Fuſeb. E:ct. tyidorn 4 ds is -evidefrt frofiy the 
Aft 6. StGrits of Orr eh, Fheodoras,, The- 


2. Sorr, Eccih. 


9 Es roſra,. and thats that may be 

Mo} ſt fourlP' in Ecc UND al Hiſtc- 
6: Zo Ty: 

I hall only tell you further, 

how much fome of the W iſe 

and Bztter ſore of Ancient Hea- 


thens, 


19] 
chens, were concern'd- for the 
Viretious Ihftitution of” their. 
Youth; © © 

Greece was fo Renowtid: fot Archal > _, 
it ; that Euripides is therefore 70 
thought to hive giyen Her the 
Eptthete of  K4ax<4, 7. c. the 
Tobth Notrifher. * Parcicularly, the. 
Atheniant 46d Laced eniians had _—_— 
cettain choſen Officers, to' take © © ©O 
care of the Ediication of the 
Yoting People; to inſpect the 
Diſcipline of Families, and-fup- v Pres 
ply and remedy the Defects of Tranſlated, 
Immbralities there, by their —_ 3d 
Wit Connſels and Cenfiires, 

The Gaul's were wone | to pm nu. 
commit the Tuition of their #4344 
Children to their Druids, and 
let them remam in rhelr keep- 
ing, attd und:r their Diſcipline 
aboye 20 Yeats: Suppoling (1 

| | py 4 _. pew 


= 


$y. William 
Temples 
Fiſcel . part © 


<& their Conception: For when 
Bu Woman, among them, was | 
« known to haye conceived ; | 
« much Thoughtand Diligence 
cc was ph about her Di- 
cc <et. : and Encertainments ; et 


y 


[ 24 } 
preſume) that in that time, 
they would be well inſtructed; 
and prepar'd for the Worlhip 
of their Gods, all their Life. 
The Indian. Brachmans (a very 
Ancient Tribe. of : Philoſophers, 
that were wholly devoted to 
the Service of their Gods, and 
the Studies of Wiſdom; and 
from whom 'tis thought, much 
of the Wiſdom of the Greeks 
was Originally derived.) are ve- 
ry Famous for this Office of 
Love to their Children. _ .. 
4 © They took extraordinary 
© Care tor them, even from 


cc « far 


[ 25 ] 
<« far as to furniſh her with plea- 

< {ant Imaginations, to compoſe 

« her Mind and her Sleeps 

< with the beſt Temper during 

< the time ſhe carried her Bu") IHR 

« den: A Strain (ays my Aw- | -.. 
<« thor) beyond: all the Grecian 

«< Wit, or = Conſtitutions, e- | 

< Ven of cheir Imaginary Law- 

E& givers, who beggn the. Cary 

J < of Mankind, after their Birth, 

1 < and none before. And as 

ſoon as their Children were 

born, they committed them to 

peculiar Nurſes; and when thg 

_ Nurſes had done with them, 

to certain Guardians and Tu- 

tors, who, underſtood Dilci- 

pline ; : and there they continued 7r. Caves 

them, till they were perfectly :. mg 

paſt all the: Follies and Extra- 

YAganCICS, which Childhood and 
Youth 


[8] 

Youch Could expoſe them to, 
| Even to. the 37th: Yrar of their 
RR | 
Tevern.nd, Shall Tt add to this; that the .| 

4g : 3. preferit Burhltns 'of Hidia (Who 
em in many thtmgs, to be 1- 
mitators of cheſe Ancient Brach- | 

mhans) take all the care iniesi- 
nable, to improve the 'Kniow- | 
Tdg tit Underſiaiiding: of their : 
+ ron : 
ine. Atid tho It be freq Henk with | 
them there, to Yrs, Widows | 
to be burnt alive With their | 
deceas'd Hubands ;- yer "it is bfj- | 
1y Widows that hav no- Chik- | 
dren ; thoſe that have' Children, 
are hot 'perthitted if, that they | 
may take care of thei Educa- | 
on. 1 ] 
Here ate Plgck Inftanths eftov | 
to Upbraid the negligetir Chri- 
{tian, 


9 ] 
ſtian; and adnioniſh you of | 
yout Pateribl Gate. Whichy af 
ter all; I -do not wonder ſhould 
JF be fo eminently expreſs d by- the 
3 Heathens, When it is bat the'14- 
flin® of Nathre, | atid the {lite 
Difate of Homats Reaſon 1 
Let 'thar be'a Thitd [Conli- 
derarion t6 etiforee this Dury. 
The BY y that Farve-mb Ob 
derftantint, have tle x75; z"the 
ren þ 20 © rake the belt 
cate they cans - for. the Well-be- 
eng i and Perſon of cheit Nomng © 
Fs Thete' are Uaily viſible 
Proofs and Thdications 'of "its 
if this atid' all other Countries 
of 'the Weld: C1 
So much theſe Anirtials do 
J by an binwz Dapſe, ahdtan pive 
| Wis Logical Accottt of it. But 
Mary is he hath the fate Po 
.-Pro- 


$$ 


er re NG Gen LEA. clit otits Abe CI WO an. 
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Propenſions to his Offt-ſpring, 
naturally implanted in him ; fo 
he hath moreover, a Diſcurſive 
Faculty, to highten and unprove 

 - them; to inform him how- he 
ſhall teach; them_to-. live hap- 
pily here and hereafter; to take 
care of their Souls, as well as 
their Bodies; and eſpecially che- 
riſh and cultivate the Intelle- 
Etual and Immortal Principle, 
chat 1s in them, 

Accordingly :all wiſe Men, 

”, Dr. Be- Brant that the due Order and 

vere $. Government of Children, is a 

«n.3- Branch , of the Law of Nature. 
And -all Poſitive Laws for it, 
are founded upon' their Nataral 
Right.'to.1t. -» 


a . - 


| {n- this. Caſe therefore, while 


L you deny and - defraud your 


w- 


— Bot. wm ; - 


Children © of their due, you are | 
very | 


« Rx * IRS a WI \ 7 POR» Mo k 
dd RE re? LET 


| ſtanaing, =o without Natural mp” 


That they were 
febtion. 

Fourthly, C 
Benefits, 


your Children, - 


Education ; 


how 1t will promote 
both their Temporal and Erer- 


nal Happineks. 


[ 29 ] 
very Unnatural and Unreaſonable 
act more degenerouſly thatt 
Brutes, and in Repugnance to 
the Reaſon of Mankind ;- and 
ſo become as thoſe whom God 
gave over tO a Reprobate Mind : 
Part of whoſe Character 1t 1s. 


Confider the great 
that will redlound ro 


And 1}. their 
Temporal Happineſs, theſe three 
wayes ; as it will lay a ſure and 
Jaſting Foundation, of Vertuous 
Inclnations 1n their Souls, of 
Health in their Bodies, and Profs 
perity m their Eſtates, And, 


without Under- 
Rcm-toSls 


from 4 Good 


 if&, A Gaod Education will 
ingenergte 4n the Souls of your 
_ Children, a ffrony and ſettled In- | 
eljngtion. to all Vertueand Good- | 
nl 1706; | 

Man 41a his pure. Naturals, 15 | 
Suſceptive of Good or Evil | 
Impreſſions from without, and is 
very apt to retain what he 
then imbibeth. If hebe act firſt 
poſlelsd with a due Apprehen- 
{ion of things, and his AﬀecCti- | 
ons taught to be Regular; i | 
is very hard, to ſeduce his | 
Judgment, by any falſe Ap- 
pearances ; or to incline him to | 
any undue and imoerdinate De-. | 
fires. Byt if his Underſtand- 
ing and Will be ar firſt de- 
pray d with Vitious Notions and 
Appetitions; it is Matter of as | 
great difficulty to eradicate _ | 
| allc 


and planc' Verctue in their 
S _ Hence, ſome have compared 
J him in this Effate, to: ſoft ax, 
J that 1s capable of every Signa- 
eyre, and . melted Metal, that 
may. be 12n into. any. Form; 
and others. to clear Paper, - wihuch 
may be. fl} d ether wich Blas 
and Blurs ; black Characters, and 
Frightful Figures; or Beautiful 
4 Scenes, pleaſing Pictures, and 
5 delightful Imagery. - Others, to 
$ {els of Wad,' Stone, and Glaſs, 
J char are apt to. keep a Taſt and 
g Reliſh of thoſe Liquors, which 
are firft infuſed into. them. And 
by each of: theſe. Compariſons ; 
I they ficly infnuate what Good 
J Eficcts, a Timely and Good In- 
FJ fiitution, produceth in the Man- 
g nxrs of Men. 

; And 


* 


<2 | 

And altho' Man; by his Naz 
tural Conſtitution, has a prone- 
neſs to Evil within him; and, | 
according to the particular Tem- | 
perament of his Body, to ſome | 
Sins more than others; yer 
this may be corrected, and re- 
medied, and the miſchievous 
Effects of it prevented , by a | 
| Good Education. All Vertuous | 
Improvements of the Mind , 
are as ſo many Internal Antt- | 
dotes, againſt the Virulence of | 
the Corporal Humors that 1n- 
feſt it. And a well: inſtructed 
Underſtanding knoweth how 
co curb and fnbdue the Senf1- | 
tive AﬀecCtions 5 and to croſs 
and withſtand the Inſtincts, and* | 
Propenſions of Nature, front | 
breaking out into Sinful Acts. | 
| We | 


[ 33 il 

- We. have-dhh apt Uluftration x 
bf - this 100g lin"th& Story. of 
Socrates; - who, when "the $kil- - 
ful Ph flue, had ptonounc'd 
hint to be-Viciouſly” melin'd, 
and was derided fot it, by thoſe 
that judg'd him to be other- 
wile Fi his Life and Con- 
yerfation 3 cohfe(sd, that he was 
juſt ſo by Nature, as the Ar- 
tſk had deſcribd him tobe; 
bur: by firiet Diſaphne, and 
the Study of Philoſophy, had 
learned to $a and refirain his 
Naruralt Diſpolitions. Fihs 

So that there can be av flax 
FF er way, to Arft and Fortifie 
- MR your Childret againſt .the Ins 
$ fection ,- of! Predomin hcy of 
Vice, and make them Etninenit= 
1y Vertuous, all the dayes they 
live "in the "World ; than, as 
D . foon 


ſoon: - as; their y VI dawns; 
' to ſeaſon” their ;; Tender -Minds 
with Documents ,of' Piety, and 
Vigorouſly Proſecu te: the ſame, 
through all their Years of Pu- 
pillage. But, DOD: 
adly, As: by a Good Edugl 
+ tin, you will give thema health- 
ful Habit of S, + fo; likewiſe of 
Body. And chat. particularly, 
by-inſtilling into them, the Ver- 
cues of Continency and: Temperance ; - 
than which nothing. can” be 
more conducive to.:1t.. > 
Chaſtity and | Sobriety in 
Youth, ſerve to. Senachen and 
Invigorate; even. an. Infirm and 
Craſy, Natural Conſtitution ; ly 
the Ground-work in-Aall, for a 
good. Habit of Body; an caſie 
and placid Life;/-a lacey ſeifon- 
able and eafie ; Death; -. But,, 


On 


(551. 
on the otherfide, nothing is. o 
deſtructive to #' Human Body, 
as early Debauchery. "This -is 
commonly the Foundation,” of 
the Diſeaſes -of a whole- Life ; 
adulterates and: enfeebles- the 
beſt Natural Conſtitution 3 da- 
ſhes the  Vigorons Spright- 
lines of Youth; Antedates' the 
Infirmities' of Old Age, - and 
ſometimes, the Stench and Pu- 
trefaction-of the Grave 5 | and 
frequently ſends' Men thuther, 
much ſooner' than God or | Na- 
rure mtended. NL 
\The' moſt . Rational way, 
then you can take, - under the 
influence of Diyine . Proyidence, 
to adminiſter Health, and: long 
Life to'- your "Childrens 1s'tof 
teach them, to keep their! Bo- 
dies in Te emperance; S oberneſs, and 
z C haſt Ly. 
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(hy. as can do them 
greater Kin ne 9 with Res 

Heck to this Preſene Life, than Iſl 
thus at ohce to help them; to 
two of the moſt comfortable 
things .of it,, Ws. A Sound 

| 2a Healthful Soul, anda 


Y kw 


Sound and Healchfyl Body. And, 
z4ly, » By this means, -/yoit 
will alſo give them a Comfor- 
x table Subpſtence; with Relation | 
' to their Worldly- Poſſeſhns. And | 
this; by imbuing them wich 
Horeſt and Frugal Principles. - | 
Thoſe that are bred up, to 

' live Honeſtly and Fronl) in 19 [the 

| World, according to: their Birch 
and Quality, cannot fail of Ii , 
Yong Br & 1n 'it. | For Hmeſty, | 
, veality, are \ Vertues that 
_ x al certainty , contribute, 
bath . to. FRCyner and Preſerve, 
at 


[37 ] 
at. leaſt a Competency. - Bath 
of theſe. | have a Natural: Fen- 
dency-'to 1831-48. they; beget 
Credw. and: Fidelity among. 
Men, in. their” ra and 
Traffick, and' teach them: che / 
due. \uſe of their Temporal | 
Goods : And -- the former' of \ 
chem, hatch moicover,- | the pro- 
Emiſ. of God. Almighty s Ss Bleſ- Ms. 
Jing annex'd 40" it. - Whadl I T1, > 3: 
dare ſay, there is no Man, ever #w.5. 3 
yer e reſted); Mm, 41n the Exencite 
ob: iv, 3: that had lis Expectatt- 
ons fruſtrared or diſappoinc 


ed. 


6s SS.» 


vat ON, Sm compar Priz- « 

digaliry: iv:an open anda" ge-. | 

| nerd \. " "Sarma And Albiighs” ys » 33» 

ty has thieatned Diſho- 7 275 
| IR with a Gueſe ;. -which ; 
fequanaly! ded th: viſchly wp- | 


D 3 T0 
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on it; - but ſometimes, like an 
unwhol ſome Dew. falleth: from 
| Heaven andiſcermbly, and/*/de- 
| Niroyeth the.. Fruits | of it. be- 
fore it! be perceived. Sl 
| | may ſay again, ſcarce any Man, 
F- | ever yet acquird an Eſtate, by 
'i diſhoneſt and | unjuſt Means;bur 
he | either Perſonally fol. this 
Curſe 'of God. upon it; or 
(which . 1s .a puniſhment. lcele 
inferiour to it} -livd in contl- 
nual- fear of it; ,-and if he di- 
ed Impenitent, ! 'ericail d it Pan 
NF his Poſterity. age > (15 
* Take this Courſe, — as 
the moſt ſure; caſie, and; :Com- 
pendious way, :i:to; make/.;yoiis 
Children happy, in their World- 
ly. Aﬀairs. You need not | riſe 
up early, and g to bed late," fe 


\ eat mi 'B read F 'C, arefulneſs, to 


, = 


make 


[39 ] - 
wake. them'((antÞ"\therrs Rich or 
Great. ''* Do but. teach them 
£2 Soberand: Temperate uſe 
«of the Things of this World ;\ . 
© and to+be; Erue and Juſt; in 

« all their!'/Dealings.;**and to 
«learn 2and- labour,* 'truly- to 
©*:per their. own Livings and 
<,ro ido their- Dury, ''iti that 
E/State of Lite, ufito the which 
«ir ſhall: pleaſe God'-to call 


_ ©xhem;/2cand it ſhall do' their 


Buſineſs )a+nore 'effectually, than 
all your;*Carking and”. "iting, 
all- your :Forefight and 'Solici- 
rude, and'-Infinize Projects with- 
out {t:cant do. But, 75 7 
12, The chief Benefit of all | 

wall be'; - that a Piousand 
Vertuous: Tnftirurion;! will pro- =” 
mote - your? Childrens | ' Eteriial | 


ye & +3103 1] ww 11 TBA 
D 4 | They 
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- ay Hol hereby, be me 

ting — _ itt, Holineſs 3 170 

+ Man all. ſee the Jard ; and 

1 Tits. 4. MD Gudlineſs, bath- the: pared? ef the 
Life to come, as well: ag of the 

Life,, that now4es.. Boing taught 

trom their. Youth , . 6 can? 

verſe with God ,. and mine 


that rheix. grand. Concern ity 
this: World, whanſocyer they 
come to leave! 3t they. wall 
not. change their: Company: or 
Eraployment, but. be receiy'd 
up: watg FRrenai to: crijoy Gad: 
for eyer, _and lire:in:the E- 
verlaſting Exerciſe. of _ and 
Holineſs, \ p 
- Wheveas, . ſhould they. be. a- 
bandend here, to arg Service 
of the Devil, to | bid. deft 


- ance 


Heavenly Things, ' and make | 


Faw : © 
ance to God, and live in 
Rebellion, againſt him; -'they 
would be titted only. for the 
Devils. :company' herezfter ,, and + 
rendred worthy 'to receive wich 
him the | Reward of Uarighteouſ- 
ſr4 to have: thew Partion' an 

tbe Lake of Fire' and Brineſtone, 
to dwell in thoſe Everlaſting Bur- 
 nimgs that . were propas 4 for” the 
Dew! and. his An Angely5 even for 
all that © Rebef againſt/ God, all 
the Children af Difobediences, all the 
Sw of Perdmion.. 

/ Now, theve are none of you 
that: have 2. due | Apprehenſion 
of the Foys of Heaven, 'and the 
Forments of Hell, and-a pa- 
rcrnal Compaſhor! in your Boy- 
es. for thoſe! thar' deſcend 
from. rhem,. but: certainty would 
by "Io glad they ſhould: en- 
Joy 


—_— 
joy the one, and avoid the 
other. And therefore, it 1541+ © 
cumbent on you''to-.do your 
parts. towards it, 'as ſoon as 
they can diſcern; . to/:ſet cheir 
Faces Heaven-wards': : and ſhew 
them the way. to it, and as 
far as you can, «conduct them 
in it;,. through .'the Paths.. of 
Vertue and Godlines. © +: 

Wo. And - who knows, - but, if 
you arrive at Heayen, your 
ſelves, it may increaſe _ your 
Joys there, to have them joint: 
partakers with you of the Glo-_ 
ries of it; at leaſt, to reflect | 
that in; this ſtate of | Probation 
by yaur: good Advice and 
Gouncel., - you - have: been Oc- 
caſional to, and the * Happy 
Tnfpronents of their coming | 


thither ? 
Where- 


(FF -- 
' Whereasz.::0n- the! contrary W4 
ſhould Hellibe the;-Portion of. 
' You and your. Children, Oh! 
how mich heavier: would. your 
own Damnation + be\.with. the 
weight... of \ theirs}; How more 
dolorous your Stings. .of. Con-+ 
{cience !.” How - more . pungent - 
its gnawings!, - How much grea- 
ter your Weeping, and Wailing, 
and Gnaſhing of Teeth, to ſee 
them plungd in the ſame E- 
ternal Miſery with your Selves, 
through your own Impious neg- 
let and careleſsnefs; to think 
you once might, and ought 
ro have done your endeayour to 
have prevented ir, but - would 
not! 
 ButI hall preſs this Duty no. 
farther, . To ingenuous Souls 
cnough has - been-- faid- to GR 
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